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Recent Developments

Global News

India has overtaken Brazil as the second most affected country, after recording at
least 168,000 new infections yesterday and pushing its total infections to 13.5 million.
Maharashtra, home of financial capital Mumbai, has imposed a “weekend” lockdown,
banning nonessential services every weekend until the end of this month.

Regional News

Vaccinated individuals in Hong Kong will eventually be able to dine out in bigger
groups, as part of authorities’ plan to slowly ease current social distancing measures.
Those inoculated will also become eligible for limited travel under “vaccination
bubbles.” Current restrictions, nonetheless, will be in place for two more weeks.
Thailand saw at least 980 new infections yesterday, a daily record. All but five of
yesterday’s cases were locally transmitted. Ahead of the major Songkran holidays,
authorities have discouraged unnecessary travel and big gatherings.

Vaccine News

In the United States, vaccine manufacturers Pfizer and BioNTech applied for
emergency use authorization that will allow their vaccine’s use on adolescents aged
12 to 15 years old. Results from Phase 3 clinical trials showed that the vaccine
produced robust antibody responses in this age group.

Japan began vaccinating its elderly yesterday, the second priority group after health
workers. By the end of June 2021, all municipalities could have enough doses to fully
vaccinate the elderly with two shots. The next to be inoculated are those with chronic
health conditions and nursing home staff, followed by the general public.

China is considering to mix vaccines to boost the efficacy of those that do not have
high rates of protection, according to media reports. Possible options include changing
the number of doses, or adjusting the length of time between injections.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
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Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; various media sources;
Economist Intelligence Unit; and AMRO staff estimates and calculations.

Note: Percent of population vaccinated shows total administered doses divided by
two to reflect the two-dose regime of most vaccines—it does not necessarily reflect
the actual number of fully vaccinated people. Aspired 2021 targets and completion
dates of widespread vaccination are goals, forecasts, or estimates.

Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Our World in Data;
and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Single vaccination doses only. This does not measure
the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required
with most available vaccines. Data is reported at irregular
intervals; numbers show latest available.



