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Recent Developments

Global News

Quarantine-free travel between New Zealand and Australia is expected to commence
on April 19, according to authorities. Travellers will still be required to wear masks on
flights. The Trans-Tasman bubble will operate under a “flyer beware” system, with no
new support from the New Zealand government for people stranded in Australia by
cancellations at short notice.

Regional News

Starting next month, Singapore will accept travellers who use a mobile travel pass
with digital certificates for COVID-19 tests and vaccines. The pass, tested by
Singapore Airlines, is issued by the International Air Transport Association and will be
accepted in pre-departure screenings for those flying into Singapore. More than 20
carriers are also trialling the use of the mobile pass.

During the weekend, authorities in the Philippines extended a strict lockdown in the
capital region and adjacent provinces by at least one week. Originally set to end in
April 4, the extension is aimed at containing the new surge in infections. Restrictions
include a ban on non-essential movements, mass gatherings, and dining in
restaurants, among others.

Vaccine News

US company Johnson & Johnson (J&J) last week filed an emergency use
authorization for its single-shot vaccine in the Philippines. Once authorized, the
company will be the fifth vaccine manufacturer to receive authorities’ green light.
Around five million doses of the J&J vaccine is expected to arrive in the country by the
third quarter of this year.

India’s biotech firm Panacea Biotec has agreed to produce 100 million doses of
Russia's Sputnik V vaccine annually, according to the Russian Direct Investment
Fund. The partnership is expected to significantly ramp up Sputnik V’s global supply.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Our World in Data;
and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Single vaccination doses only. This does not measure
the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required
with most available vaccines. Data is reported at irregular
intervals; numbers show latest available.

Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; various media sources;
Economist Intelligence Unit; and AMRO staff estimates and calculations.

Note: Percent of population vaccinated shows total administered doses divided by
two to reflect the two-dose regime of most vaccines—it does not necessarily reflect
the actual number of fully vaccinated people. Aspired 2021 targets and completion
dates of widespread vaccination are goals, forecasts, or estimates.



