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Recent Developments

Global News

e The WHO has classified the B.1.617 coronavirus variant first detectedin India as a
variant of global concern. Studies showincreased transmissibility. Vaccines,

diagnostics, and treatments are expected to work as before.
¢ While daily new cases in India have gradually started to come down, a record of more

than 4,000 deaths were reported both Friday and Saturday.

Regional News

e Malaysiaimposed a new nationwide lockdown, including a ban on all social
gatherings, school closures, domestic travel restrictions, and a ban of restaurant dine-
in services. The lockdown is set to last until at least June 7.
e Vietnam recorded 167 cases on Sunday, its highest daily increase to date. Locally
transmitted cases were first detected againin late April.
e Brunei Darussalam has not reported any local cases for more than one year. Strict
border controls remain in place.
e Lao PDR confirmed its first death attributed to COVID-19. Lockdown measures were
extended until May 20.
¢ Malaysia has classified Singapore as a country reporting the spread of variants of
concern. The Reciprocal Green Lane will be suspended and quarantine periods

extended.

Vaccine News

e The WHO has granted emergency approval to Sinopharm’s vaccine, recommending a

two-dose regime for those aged 18 and above. It joins the Pfizer/BioNTech,
AstraZeneca, Janssen, and Modernavaccines on the WHO'’s list of approved COVID-
19 vaccines. Approval for Sinovac’s vaccine is currently under review.

e The United States’ EDA has authorized the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine for use in
children from 12 years onwards.

e Vaccine maker BioNTech will be setting up a regional headguarter and an mRNA
manufacturing facility in Singapore. The site is expected to be operational in 2023.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.
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Note: Single vaccination doses only. This doesnot measure  Note: Percentof population vaccinated shows total administered doses divided by
the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required  two to reflect the two-dose regime of most vaccines—it does not necessarily reflect
with most av ailable vaccines. Data is reported atirregular the actual number of fully vaccinated people. Aspired 2021 targets and completion
interv als; numbers show latest available. dates of widespread vaccination are goals, forecasts, or estimates.



