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Recent Developments

Global News

The World Health Organization revealed yesterday the nhew names of COVID-19
variants to simplify reporting and to avoid any stigma against that country that detects
and reports the mutation. Current names, such as B.1.351 or P1, are now assigned
letters from the Greek alphabet following their order of detection. The UK, South
Africa, Brazil, and India variants are now identified as Alpha, Beta, Gamma, and Delta,
respectively. Other variants will continue down the alphabet.

Regional News

Authorities in the Philippines yesterday extended restrictions in the capital and
nearby provinces until the middle of June to further stem the rise in infections.
Nonessential activities remain prohibited. The current ban on inbound travel from a
few South Asian economies have likewise been extended.

In Thailand, the government has reversed Bangkok authorities’ decision to ease some
restrictions in the capital, including the planned reopening of massage shops, clinics
and parks by tomorrow. These establishments, along with schools, cinemas and gyms,
will remain closed in the next two weeks.

Vietnam is suspending incoming international flights to Hanoi starting today, as part of
government efforts to contain the ongoing outbreak. The measure will be in place until
Monday, June 7, and mirrors a similar move in business hub Ho Chi Minh City.

Vaccine News

Singapore will start allowing residents to avail of other WHO-approved vaccines via
private clinics under the Special Access Route (SAR). Individuals who opt for vaccines
that are not yet approved for local use, such as AstraZeneca and Sinopharm, will bear
the cost of vaccination and will not qualify for goodwill assistance.

Vietnam is aiming to procure COVID-19 vaccine production technology and
corresponding patents to step up its vaccination capability. It also aims to donate to
the COVAX programme, according to health authorities.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
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Note: Single vaccination doses only. This does not measure Note: Percent of population vaccinated shows total administered doses divided by

the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required two to reflect the two-dose regime of most vaccines—it does not necessarily reflect
with most available vaccines. Data is reported at irregular the actual number of fully vaccinated people. Aspired 2021 targets and completion

intervals; numbers show latest available. dates of widespread vaccination are goals, forecasts, or estimates.



