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Cumulative New Cases and Deaths

Worldwide ASEAN+3 Plus-3 ASEAN
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5,406,525 331,754 28,578 303,176
Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths

Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.

Recent Developments

Global News

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shortened the recommended
isolation time for individuals who test positive but are asymptomatic, from an initial ten
days to five. However, this must be followed by five days of wearing a mask when
around others to minimize the risk of transmission.

Australia saw more than 10,000 new infections for the second consecutive day
yesterday. Authorities also confirmed the first fatality due to omicron, an individual in
his 80s who was fully inoculated but had other medical issues.

Regional News

Last Friday, Thailand reported its first domestic cluster of infections due to omicron in
its northeastern part. At least 60 confirmed cases have now been linked to a couple
who traveled from Belgium in early December, via the “Test & Go” program that
waived quarantine for vaccinated arrivals.

The city of Xi'an in China has tightened containment measures and rolled out a fifth
round of mass testing, after seeing 175 new local symptomatic cases yesterday.
Around 52,000 employees in Singapore remain unvaccinated, about 13 percent of
which are 60 years old and above. From January 15, only those who are fully
vaccinated, medically ineligible, or have recovered from COVID-19 within 180 days,
can return to the workplace.

Vaccine News

Korea yesterday authorised for emergency use Pfizer's antiviral treatment, Paxlovid,

to be used by those aged 12 years old and above with mild or moderate symptoms.

In Japan, a government expert panel recommended approval of the Merck antiviral
ill, Molnupiravir, its first oral treatment against the virus.

In Israel, a hospital has administered a fourth vaccine dose to a test group of health

workers yesterday, in a first major study into whether a second round of boosters will

be effective against the omicron variant.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Our World in Data; Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; and AMRO staff calculations.
and AMRO staff calculations. Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who

Note: Single vaccination doses only. This does not measure received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g. one dose of a

the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required  single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine). The number in the gray
with most available vaccines. Data is reported at irregular box is the percentage of the population that has received at least one vaccine
intervals; numbers show latest available. dose.



