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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.

Recent Developments

Global News

The United States reported about 800,000 daily new infections on average last week.
However, there are signs that infections have plateaued or slowing in areas hit earliest
by omicron, such as New York, New Jersey, and Washington D.C.

In England, the minimum self-isolation period has been reduced to five days for those
who test positive to help reduce staff shortages, especially for essential public
services. The period was initially cut from 10 to 7 days last month.

Australia recorded 74 fatalities today, the highest daily count since the pandemic
began. The omicron variant continues to push hospitalization rates to new highs, with
younger people accounting for a significant share of admissions.

Regional News

Japan has shortened the quarantine period for those arriving from overseas to 10
days from the current two weeks. The required quarantine duration for those identified
as close contacts of confirmed patients was likewise cut from 14 to 10 days.

Hong Kong extended its ban on flights from Australia, Canada, France, India,
Pakistan, the Philippines, the United Kingdom, and the United States up to February 4.

Vaccine News

Japan is bringing forward vaccination booster shots by as much as two months earlier
than planned. Starting March, the elderly can receive the additional jab six months
after the second shot, instead of waiting for eight months.

The COVAX global vaccine-sharing program has reached a milestone of delivering 1
billion doses to 144 economies around the world.

A preliminary study from Israel suggests that a fourth vaccine shot boosts antibodies
to even higher levels than the third jab but not enough to prevent omicron infections,
suggesting that the required level of protection against the highly-transmissible variant
might be too high for existing vaccine options.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.
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and AMRO staff calculations. Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who

Note: Single vaccination doses only. This does not measure received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g. one dose of a

the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine). The number in the gray
with most available vaccines. Data is reported at irregular box is the percentage of the population that has received at least one vaccine
intervals; numbers show latest available. dose.



