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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.

Recent Developments

Global News

COVID-19 hospitalizations in the United States reached above 132,500 yesterday, a
new high, as at least 11 states reported record-high admissions due to the omicron
variant. This surpassed the previous record set in January last year.

Authorities in United Kingdom are reportedly examining plans to cut the COVID-19
isolation period to five days, after easing the rule from ten to seven days earlier last
month. Health and social care workers might be subject to stricter conditions on
release from isolation than the general population.

Regional News

Hong Kong will suspend in-person classes at kindergartens and primary schools from
January 14 until the end of the Lunar New Year holiday. Children over 5 years old will
also be offered Sinovac jabs at schools when in-person classes resume in February.
In Japan, authorities have decided to extend the ban on new foreign arrivals to stem
the spread of the omicron variant. The border controls, which went into effect in late-
November, will stay in place until February.

Vaccine News

A Pfizer vaccine that specifically targets the omicron variant will reportedly be ready
for manufacturing by March 2022, according to the company’s chief executive, once
the “redesigned” vaccine has been filed for approval.

Indonesia granted emergency authorization to five vaccines to be used as booster
shots: from Sinovac, Pfizer, AstraZeneca, Moderna, and Zifivax. The booster program,
which will start this week, will prioritize the elderly and other vulnerable groups.

The United States Food and Drug Administration has shortened the interval between
the primary series of the Moderna vaccine and a booster dose by a month, down to a
minimum of five months, for people above 18 years old.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Our World in Data;
and AMRO staff calculations.
Note: Single vaccination doses only. This does not measure
the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required
with most available vaccines. Data is reported at irregular
intervals; numbers show latest available.

Source: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; and AMRO staff calculations.
Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who
received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g. one dose of a
single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine). The number in the gray
box is the percentage of the population that has received at least one vaccine
dose.



