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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.

Recent Developments

Global News

A subvariant of Omicron, BA.2, has become the dominant strain in South Africa,
according to the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention. While it doesn’t
appear to cause more severe disease than the currently widespread BA.1 strain,
scientists from Denmark found evidence that BA.2 is 1.5 times more transmissible.
Spain yesterday ended its mandatory use of face masks outdoors. Masks will continue
to be required in indoor public spaces, including public transportation, and where a
safe distance of 1.5 meters between people is not possible.

Regional News

Korea's new cases breached the 50,000-mark for the second day today, driven by the
spread of Omicron. Authorities yesterday launched a self-treatment scheme for
patients with mild symptoms to free up resources for more severe cases.

Japan yesterday extended the COVID-19 guasi-state of emergency covering Tokyo
and 12 other prefectures for three weeks to March 6. Starting tomorrow, 36 of Japan’s
47 prefectures will be included in the quasi-emergency list.

The Philippines reopened to foreign travellers yesterday for the first time in almost
two years. Tourists from 157 economies that have a no-visa arrangement are allowed
to enter, as long as they are fully vaccinated and can show a negative test result.

Vaccine News

In Japan, health authorities yesterday gave fast-track approval to Paxlovid, Pfizer's
oral treatment, for use on patients aged 12 years and above with mild to moderate
symptoms. Japan is set to receive 2 million courses of Paxlovid this year.

US biotech firm Novavax reported yesterday that its_ two-dose vaccine showed 82
percent efficacy in late-stage trials involving teens aged 12 to 17. The Delta variant
was the dominant strain when the trials were being conducted.

The United States is reportedly planning to vaccinate children under the age of 5 as
early as the last week of February. The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine will likely be used.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Our World in Data; Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; and AMRO staff calculations.
and AMRO staff calculations. Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who

Note: Single vaccination doses only. This does not measure received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g. one dose of a
the number of people vaccinated, as two doses are required single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine).

with most available vaccines. Data is reported at irregular

intervals; numbers show latest available.



World: New Cases by Region
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.



ASEAN+3 and Selected Economies: Covid Cycle and Healthcare Indicators
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Sources: Haver Analytics, sourced from John Hopkins University; World Health Organization; and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Based on Hinojales, Oeking, and Ong. 2020. “Where are We in the Covid Cycle?” AMRO Analytical Note, Singapore, April 27, and
Oeking. 2021. "Crushing Waves: Diving into the Covid Cycle” AMRO Analytical Note, Singapore, February 4.
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Community Mobility reports; and AMRO staff calculations. Note: Scheduled seat capacity data until November 2020 are on
Note: Baseline refers to the median value of the corresponding day in monthly basis, and on weekly basis thereafter. Data as of January 10,
the period Jan 3—Feb 6, 2020. “Non-residentials” refer to the 2022.

aggregated mobility data for places such as groceries and
pharmacies, retail and recreation facilities, transit station and
workplaces. ASEAN-5 = Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Thailand, and Singapore. CLMV = Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar,
and Vietnam. Starting October 21, 2021, the CLMV aggregate
excludes Vietnam due to missing/ non-reported data.


https://www.amro-asia.org/where-are-we-in-the-covid-cycle/

