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Recent Developments

Global News

The United States will launch a scheme, the “test to treat”, for people to get tested for
COVID-19 at pharmacies and immediately receive free antiviral pills if needed.
Moscow will no longer require QR codes to prove vaccination status or immunity to
COVID-19 and is dropping all restrictions at entertainment and sports venues.

France will further ease mask mandate and vaccine pass requirements from March 14,
with face masks only required on public transportation and proof of vaccination only
needed to enter hospitals, health centres and retirement homes.

Regional News

Korea has begun early voting for its presidential election today, amid record-high
number of cases. Special time slots are allocated for COVID-19 patients to vote.

Hong Kong saw a net outflow of 71,000 people in February, the largest outflow since
the pandemic began. Most residents have left for Mainland China or Singapore to
avoid the mandatory mass COVID-19 testing in mid-March and a potential lockdown.
Amid an all-time high number of cases, authorities in Brunei Darussalam expect cases
to continue rising as the Omicron variant gains dominance over the Delta variant.
Vietnam will move towards treating COVID-19 as an endemic disease. Despite record-
high daily cases, the number of severe cases and deaths have been declining.
Thailand’s Diseases Control Department expect cases confirmed by PCR tests to reach
40,000 — 50,000, or even 100,000 in mid-April if existing restrictions are eased further.
Singapore has expanded its current vaccinated travel lanes (VTL) to Penang, Bali, and
all cities in India. New VTL have also been launched with Vietnam and Greece.

Vaccine News

The WHO has approved the use of Merck’s antiviral pill for high-risk patients with non-
severe disease who are at high risk of hospitalization. These include the
immunocompromised, the unvaccinated, the elderly and those with chronic diseases.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.
ASEAN+3 and Selected Economies: Vaccination Coverage Status
(Percent of population)
Percentage of population:
With booster Fully With at least
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Brunei 26.8 924 928
Singapore 65.6 91.1 92.0
China 31.8 72.8 87.9
Korea 60.4 86.6 87.4
Cambodia 43.3 82.1 86.4
Malaysia 43.8 79.6 826
Hong Kong 19.3 69.3 81.2
Vietnam 37.2 79.2 80.9
Japan 17.4 79.3 80.7
Thailand 28.4 71.2 76.8
Indonesia 3.5 52.8 69.1
Lao PDR - 59.5 B67.3
Philippines 8.8 56.8 56.8
Myanmar - 387 43.5
United Kingdom 55.9 72.2 77.2
United States 282 64.9 76.4
Germany 56.1 749 75.7
Israel 55.8 70.7 721
India 1.3 57.5 71.4
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Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g.
one dose of a single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine). In the event of discrepancy between data from Our World in Data and
national authorities, data from national authorities take precedence.



World: New Cases by Region
(7-day average; percentage share)
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
ASEAN+3: Daily New Cases by Size of Population
(7-day average; thousand cases)
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
Note: For ease of comparability, ASEAN+3 economies are grouped by population size.

Selected ASEAN+3: COVID-19
Hospitalizations
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Sources: Haver Analytics, sourced from national authorities.
Note: Time series data for other ASEAN+3 economies are
unavailable.

Selected ASEAN+3: Aggregate
Non-Residentials Mobility
(Percentage change from baseline; 5-day
moving average)
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Sources: Haver Analytics, sourced from Google COVID-19
Community Mobility reports; and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Baseline refers to the median value of the corresponding day in
the period Jan 3—Feb 6, 2020. “Non-residentials” refer to the
aggregated mobility data for places such as groceries and
pharmacies, retail and recreation facilities, transit station and
workplaces. ASEAN-5 = Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Thailand, and Singapore. CLMV = Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar,
and Vietnam.



