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Recent Developments

Global News

The U.S. government announced new steps on Tuesday to expand access to the
Paxlovid pills and encourage broader use.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Monday granted the first full approval for
treating COVID-19 in children aged 28 days and older to Gilead Sciences Inc’s drug
remdesivir.

Covid-19 was the third leading cause of death in the U.S. in 2021, following heart
disease and cancer, for the second year in a row, according to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention study released last Friday.

Regional News

Beijing, China’s capital, has swiftly expanded its Covid-19 mass testing from one
district to 10 other districts and one economic development zone by Saturday.
Japanese drugmaker Shionogi said Sunday its experimental treatment has shown
rapid clearance of the virus that causes COVID-19.

Hong Kong'’s leader said there were no plans to further relax border controls, as the
city continues to chart a cautious approach to Covid-19 despite plunging cases.
Singapore announced last Friday a major easing of Covid-19 rules from April 26.
Group size limits and safe distancing requirements will be removed. Travellers fully
vaccinated will no longer need to take any Covid-19 tests to enter Singapore.
Further easing of the Covid-19 standard operating procedure will be announced on
Wednesday, Malaysian Health Minister said on Monday.

Vaccine News

The Philippines rolled out the second Covid-19 vaccine booster shot for
immunocompromised individuals on Monday.

The Expert Committee on COVID-19 does not recommend that people aged 60 to 79
years take a second booster shot, but they can take the jab if they wish to, said
Singapore’s Director of Medical Services last Friday.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.

ASEAN+3 and Selected Economies: Vaccination Coverage Status
(Percent of population)

Percentage of population:
With booster Fully With at least

doses vaccinated  onedose
Brunei 60.5 92.7 92.8
Singapore 72.3 92.2 92.7
China 50.7 72.8 88.8
Korea 64.5 86.9 87.8
Cambodia 57.0 83.9 87.9
Hong Kong 41.1 80.2 87.2
Malaysia 48.9 82.2 84.6
Japan 51.6 80.2 81.8
Vietnam 46.3 79.9 81.4
Thailand 36.3 72.9 80.1
Lao PDR - 66.0 78.1
Indonesia 12.9 60.0 72.0
Philippines 14.5 60.4 63.2
Myanmar - 42.0 56.8
United Kingdom 57.4 73.2 77.9
United States 30.2 66.3 77.5
Germany 58.7 75.5 76.0
India 1.8 61.6 74.3
Israel 56.9 70.9 722
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Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g.
one dose of a single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine). In the event of discrepancy between data from Our World in Data and
national authorities, data from national authorities take precedence.



