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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.

Recent Developments

Global News

e The United States is convening a second global COVID-19 summit later this week, to
urge advanced economies to ramp up relief efforts for low-income countries. The US
President has called on upper- and high-income economies to donate USD2 billion in
treatments, such as oral antiviral pills, and USD1 billion in oxygen supplies.

e South Africa’s positivity rate rose above 30 percent on Saturday for the first time in
nearly five months, before easing below 20 percent yesterday. Daily new cases have
continued to climb, attributed to the spread of two sub-lineages of Omicron.

Regional News

e Japan is reportedly set to experiment with opening its borders to small groups of
vaccinated foreign tourists soon, and the program could be further expanded if new
cases do not increase. Travel rules are likely to include being vaccinated with three
shots and a fixed itinerary under a package tour, according to media reports.

e Korea’s daily new infections returned above 40,000 today, as family gatherings
increased in recent days on the back of several event celebrations. While the outdoor
mask mandate has been lifted, the indoor mask requirement remains in effect.

e Lao PDR reopened to tourists and other visitors yesterday, more than two years after
it imposed virus restrictions. Entry to the economy—for both citizens and foreigners—
will require vaccination certificates, or negative rapid antigen tests taken within 48
hours of departure.

Vaccine News

e A fourth-dose COVID-19 booster increase protection against the virus, particularly in
people aged over 70, according to a small-scale trial from the United Kingdom
published in the Lancet. However, the boost in antibodies appear to be short-lived.

e Thailand may be rolling out its first locally-produced vaccine, which deploys the same
technology used by Pfizer, by the end of this year. ChulaCov19, the vaccine
developed by Chulalongkorn University, was found to be safe in clinical trials, and will
soon be submitted to Thai regulators for approval.




ASEAN+3 and Selected Economies: COVID-19 Cases and Deaths
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.

ASEAN+3 and Selected Economies: Vaccination Coverage Status
(Percent of population)

Percentage of population:

With booster Fully With at least
doses vaccinated one dose

Brunei 60.5 92.7 92.8
Singapore 72.8 92.3 92.7
China 51.9 72.8 89.1
Cambodia 60.8 84.3 88.3
Korea 69.0 86.9 87.8
Hong Kong 43.5 82.0 87.8
Malaysia 48.9 82.8 84.8
Japan 53.4 80.3 81.9
Vietnam 46.3 79.9 81.4
Thailand 37.1 73.8 80.3
Lao PDR - 67.6 78.4
Indonesia 13.6 60.6 72.1
Philippines 11.8 61.2 63.2
Myanmar - 43.5 59.3
United Kingdom 57.5 73.3 78.0
United States 30.3 66.5 7.7
Germany 63.6 76.9 76.9
India 1.9 62.9 74.9
Israel 56.9 70.9 72.2
- 20 40 60 80 100
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Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g.
one dose of a single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine). In the event of discrepancy between data from Our World in Data and
national authorities, data from national authorities take precedence.



