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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.

Recent Developments

Global News

e The World Health Organization yesterday reported that there were nearly 15 million
deaths associated with COVID-19 in 2021, or about 3 times more than the official tally.
The higher count included those who died indirectly from COVID-19, and those missed
in economies with inadequate reporting, among others.

e South Africa recorded at least 9,700 new infections yesterday, with a positivity rate of
25.9 percent. While two Omicron sub-variants, BA.4 and BA.5, are driving the recent
spike, scientists highlighted that vaccines remain effective against these two lineages.

Regional News

¢ In China, Beijing on Wednesday closed at least 40 of its metro stops and about 150
bus routes to prevent the transmission of COVID-19. Those living in “controlled” areas,
including in “high” or “medium” risk areas, must stay within city limits.

e Korea’s reported daily new infections fell to about 27,000 today, from above 40,000
the previous day. While authorities expect the decline to continue in the next few
weeks, they remain on alert after confirming the first case of a highly contagious
Omicron sub-variant, BA.2.12.1, early this week among arrivals from overseas.

e Thailand will be opening “long COVID” clinics in Bangkok hospitals by next week, to
provide treatment to those suffering from the virus’ long-term effects. Nine clinics will
be operational once a week starting Monday, May 9.

Vaccine News

e The United States Food and Drug Administration yesterday strictly limited who can
receive Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine due to a rare but serious risk of blood
clots within 2 weeks of inoculation. It should only be given to adults who cannot
receive a different brand, or who specifically request for the one-dose vaccine.

e Pfizer’s oral antiviral treatment Paxlovid is showing some potential to help patients
with long COVID, according to a yet-to-be peer-reviewed report from US-based
researchers. Paxlovid is currently only authorised for high-risk individuals, and it must
be given early after the onset of their symptoms.
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
1/ Values show the 7-day average.
2/ Since January 31, 2020.

ASEAN+3 and Selected Economies: Vaccination Coverage Status
(Percent of population)

Percentage of population:

With booster Fully With at least
doses vaccinated one dose

Brunei 60.5 92.7 92.8
Singapore 72.8 92.3 92.7
China 51.9 72.8 89.0
Cambodia 60.8 84.2 88.2
Korea 69.0 86.9 87.8
Hong Kong 435 82.0 87.8
Malaysia 48.9 82.6 84.7
Japan 53.4 80.3 81.9
Vietnam 46.3 79.9 81.4
Thailand 37.1 73.5 80.3
Lao PDR - 67.6 78.4
Indonesia 13.6 60.5 72.1
Philippines 11.8 61.2 63.2
Myanmar - 43.5 59.3
United Kingdom 57.5 73.3 78.0
United States 30.3 66.4 7.7
Germany 63.6 76.9 76.9
India 1.9 62.5 74.8
Israel 56.9 70.9 72.2
- 20 40 60 80 100
mVaccinated with booster dose ® Fully vaccinated Vaccinated with one dose

Sources: Our World in Data via Haver Analytics; and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Percent of fully vaccinated population shows the number of people who received all doses prescribed by the vaccination protocol (e.g.
one dose of a single-dose vaccine, or two doses of a two-dose vaccine). In the event of discrepancy between data from Our World in Data and
national authorities, data from national authorities take precedence.



World: New Cases by Region
(7-day average; percentage share)

(7-day average; thousand cases)
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
ASEAN+3: Daily New Cases by Size of Population
(7-day average; thousand cases)
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Source: Haver Analytics, sourced from Johns Hopkins University; and AMRO staff calculations.
Note: For ease of comparability, ASEAN+3 economies are grouped by population size.

Selected ASEAN+3: COVID-19
Hospitalizations
(Thousand persons)

Selected ASEAN+3: Aggregate
Non-Residentials Mobility
(Percentage change from baseline; 5-day
moving average)
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Sources: Haver Analytics, sourced from national authorities.

Sources: Haver Analytics, sourced from Google COVID-19
Community Mobility reports; and AMRO staff calculations.

Note: Baseline refers to the median value of the corresponding day in
the period Jan 3—Feb 6, 2020. “Non-residentials” refer to the
aggregated mobility data for places such as groceries and
pharmacies, retail and recreation facilities, transit station and
workplaces. ASEAN-5 = Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Thailand, and Singapore. CLMV = Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar,
and Vietnam (Vietnam data only up to October 21, 2021).



